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From The Principal’s Desk

Dear Readers,
It was indeed a privilege for ST PAULS 

COLLEGE, Bengaluru to organize this two-
day National Conference on Identification 
of Abusive Relationships and Prevention 

of Domestic Violence sponsored by the 
National Commission for Women (NCW), 

Govt. of India on 8-9 March 2022 coinciding with 
the International Women’s Day on the theme “Gender equality 
today for a sustainable tomorrow” by United Nations to “break 
the bias” that exists in the society to create a gender-equal 
world.

Domestic violence is a problem worldwide. It occurs in different 
degrees, in all regions, countries, societies and cultures, and affects 
the victim irrespective of income, class, race or ethnicity. There are 
many forms of abuse that women, men, the elderly, children and 
the less privileged are subjected to in our society. This seminar was 
an attempt to look at various forms of abuse to suggest strategies 
that would help put an end to this crime or at least reduce the 
frequency and intensity of the pain inflicted on the other, and 
achieve complete prevention of abuse, eventually.

According to Article 15 (2) of the Constitution of India, 
“State can make special provisions for women and children” 
towards realizing the right to equality. Originating from this 
article, the “Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 
in 2005”, has taken certain care to provide service providers, 
legal aids, medical facilities and shelter homes in the hope that 
the abused be given all these facilities.

From an academic perspective, an important tool that 
I believe can function in preventing domestic violence is 
EDUCATION, because education can expose the direct and 
underlying causes which contribute to domestic violence. It 
helps build an understanding of the impact and consequences 
of violence and promotes non-violent alternatives and 
lifestyles. Education will raise awareness, change attitudes 
and develop skills to deal with violence and prevent it from 



recurring. Therefore, a major responsibility lies with educators 
and educational institutions to prepare the current generation 
to become agents of equity and non-violence, to speak for 
the victims, and to ensure that our societies become places of 
peaceful coexistence.

The policy Manual on the prevention of domestic violence 
prepared by the United Nations in 1993 covers all aspects of 
violence against any person within their homes. The Manual 
highlights the responsibility of everyone to work towards 
ending violence against women, children and other vulnerable 
in the society. Of all the strategies discussed in the Manual, 
“working together effectively” is the most important one, and 
that continues to be the key strategy even today. 

A national seminar such as this has certainly helped us to 
reach a large number of activists, lawmakers, academicians, 
researchers, faculty members, students, etc., across the country 
to create awareness about the abuse that exists in relationships, 
to share our thoughts, concerns, ideas and suggestions, and to 
work together to put an end to this abuse.

With immense joy, I would like to express my sincere gratitude 
to Ms. Rekha Sharma, Chairperson, and National Commission for 
Women, Govt. of India, and the entire team for sponsoring this 
national seminar, and the Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication for organizing it in association with the Internal 
Quality Assurance Cell and Women Empowerment Cell of ST 
PAULS COLLEGE.  Gratefulness also to the distinguished speakers, 
panellists, delegates and participants for gracing the occasion 
with thought-provoking discussions and active involvement. 

This seminar is fruitful and successful in so far as all of us 
strive towards establishing, individually and collectively, a 
society characterized by healthy and respectful relationships, 
free of abuse and violence. 

Fr. Dr. Thomas M J
Principal, SPC
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Chapter – 16

A Study on the Portrayal of 
Career Woman in Tamil Film

Abstract
Monetary freedom is one of the fundamental roads of young 
ladies’ strengthening. The professional lady who goes out and 
seems to chase monetary liberation by leaving an imprint 
inside the world outside is considered a logo of strengthening. 
Indian media particularly films have depicted ladies in heap 
jobs as the individual, the vamp, the mother, the spouse, 
the girl, and furthermore in some cases in light of the fact 
that the professional lady. Orientation depiction in film is a 
frequently examined issue in Indian film. Externalization and 
commodification of young ladies are regularly broken down. 
However, what happens when a female is depicted as all in all 
a gala for the male look? What happens when she is depicted 
as a woman with her very own psyche having business and 
a profession? Is just the ‘vocation lady’ depicted with more 
prominent equity and with more similarity to reality in an 
Indian film? Or on the other hand, is it safe to say that she is a 
simple sketch drafted to satisfy the women’s activist? This study 
plans to chase replies to those questions by investigating the 
depiction of vocation lady in contemporary Tamil film. This is a 
subjective report that utilizations content investigation to know 
whether a female character’s vocation job’ is given importance 
in Tamil films. It additionally looks to survey the way during 
which a vocation lady is depicted in Tamil movies and its tries 
to appear at the financial, social, and private viewpoints on ‘the 
vocation lady’ jobs in Tamil film. It additionally tries to know 
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how male characters inside the film view the female person’s 
vocation. The review would reveal insight into the depiction of 
the vocation lady and would empower movie producers to make 
knowing decisions with the portrayal of the professional lady.

Keywords: Career Women, Women in Tamil Cinema, Gender 
in Films.
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INTRODUCTION
Tamil Nadu, the place that is known for geniuses and demi-
divine beings; where entertainers are worshipped in sanctuaries 
and situated in, influential places; where a fruitful spell in 
Kollywood approaches unparalleled fame and unparalleled 
consideration. Indeed… films hold an irrefutable influence 
on the personalities of the masses in Tamil Nadu. They fill in 
as a social list intelligent of cultural necessities and desires. 
Additionally, they are a significant wellspring of assessment 
creation and affect the demeanour and mentality of the overall 
people.

Tamil Nadu is a state with an exceptionally high proficiency 
rate and ladies have, lately, come out and have effectively 
laid down a good foundation for themselves in vocation jobs 
notwithstanding solid man-centric leanings in Tamil society. 
Orientation depiction in films, particularly in Tamil movies, is 
oft talked about in research and in media. Be that as it may, 
shouldn’t something be said about the new age Tamil lady who 
is taught, who works outside, and who additionally may work 
at home? Is she sufficiently given enough weightage in Tamil 
movies? Are her jobs working and at-home support? How do 
men view the vocation jobs of ladies in Tamil movies? These 
are the issues that this study looks to reply.


